
www.tiabc.ca

TIABC’s
Tourism Advocacy Priorities

Walt Judas
CEO, TIABC



TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Honoured to be on the traditional and unceded 
territory of the Secwepemc First Nations



2023 TIABC MEMBER PRIORITIES

1. Workforce

2. Value of Tourism

3. Sustainability

4. Transportation

5. MRDT

6. Infrastructure

7. Reconciliation

8. STVR

9. Land use

10.DEIR



TIABC FEDERAL BUDGET SUBMISSION

1. Cancel CEBA loans or delay 
repayment

2. Dedicated tourism TFW stream
3. Dedicated tourism infrastructure 

fund
4. Re-adjust small business tax policy
5. Bolster support for Trans-Canada 

Trail network
6. Fund Canada-wide transportation 

system that links travelers to rural 
communities

7. Create EV charging station network 
within tourism infrastructure



TIABC PROVINCIAL BUDGET SUBMISSION

1. Emergency Funding for regional 
DMOs

2. Protect MRDT for tourism 
marketing, projects, programs, 
housing

3. $45 million for destination 
development



CURRENT TIABC PRIORITY FILES



EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT



EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  (WILDFIRES)

ØNo warning/input re: travel 
restrictions

ØLack of coordination with ESS

ØLack of resources for tourism 
organizations

ØLoss of bookings, revenues, 
employees for tourism 
businesses



EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT – POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

ØTravel orders as last 
resort

ØConsult tourism sector

ØMitigation plans or 
support in advance of 
future crises



EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  (HIGHWAY CLOSURES)

ØLittle notice for operators & 
communities

ØNo mitigation plans for local 
businesses

ØLimited insurance coverage 
for rental vehicles

ØIncompatible hours for road 
work & businesses



EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT – POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

ØAdvance work with 
businesses re: route and 
timing options

ØCommunication -  locals, 
guests & other stakeholders

ØMitigation measures
ØDaily meetings between 

ministry & stakeholders



HOUSING - SHORT TERM RENTALS

ØShort-term rentals driving 
up rental costs & taking 
away housing for residents 
and workers

ØSTRs not paying fair share 
of taxes or are not fully 
licensed



HOUSING – SHORT TERM RENTALS - POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

ØOperators must be licensed

ØOperators must register with 
provincial registry

ØSTRs limited to principal 
residence

ØOTAs to submit data on STRs 
to Province



TAXIS & RIDE-SHARING

ØUnfair playing field regarding 
regulations for taxi companies

ØHigh costs, limitations & 
obligations create difficult 
operating environment

ØCommunities underserviced by 
passenger transportation 
providers



TAXIS & RIDESHARING- POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

ØRetain class 4 for all segments

ØExpand ride-sharing to under-
serviced communities

ØLimit ride-sharing hours where taxi 
service is sufficient

ØConsistency for shift hours

ØKeep drivers as independent 
contractors but provide benefits & 
coverage for injuries



EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES VS. TOURISM INTERESTS

ØIncreasing conflicts between 
sectors operating on tenured 
land

ØNo system for identifying tenure 
holders & mitigating impacts

ØNo compensation for affected 
operators

ØProvincial tenure system favours 
extractive industries



EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES – POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

ØBetter communication with various 
ministries

ØCompensation for affected tourism 
operators

ØConditions on approvals to protect 
tourism interests

ØRenewal of MOU between TIABC, 
Mining Association of BC, 
Association of Mineral Explorers BC



CAMPFIRE BANS

ØAnnual regional or 
provincial campfire bans

ØHurts BC’s reputation

ØSpoils camper 
experience



CAMPFIRE BANS – POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

ØBan category 1 campfires in 
backcountry – May 1- Oct 31 
inclusively

ØCategory 1 campfires should be 
allowed in private/provincial 
campgrounds, remote lodges with 
designated campfire areas, 
designated supervision & fire 
suppression equipment

ØAllow CSA rated stoves & firepits in 
backcountry

ØMitigation measures to offset public 
perception of banning campfires



CAMPGROUND RESERVATIONS FOR COMMERCIAL OPERATORS

ØUnable to secure group sites for 
guided trips in advance

ØCompeting with general public for 
sites/dates

ØCannot market effectively to 
international clients in a timely 
way to attract advance bookings



CAMPGROUND RES FOR CO’s – POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

ØGuaranteed reservations 
for commercial operators

ØGroup bookings for non-
preferred dates 1-2 years 
in advance

ØLicensed & registered 
companies only



AIR SERVICE ATTRACTION FUND

ØSeat capacity at YVR 
below competitors

ØCompetition luring 
business away from YVR & 
other BC airports

ØLittle to no investment in 
route development vs, 
other destinations



AIR SERVICE ATTRACTION FUND – POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

ØIncentivize new domestic, 
intra-provincial & 
international connections

ØDevelop sustained fund over 
multiple years



TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE

ØLack of hotel rooms & 
convention space

ØAging, out-of-date 
cultural venues

ØInadequate airport 
infrastructure



TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE  - POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

ØComprehensive list 
of cultural venues, 
attractions

ØIncrease federal 
government 
investment in 
airports



TOURISM RENEWAL INITIATIVE

ØWhat We Heard Report 
released in March

ØFour themes –
1.Barriers/access; 
2.Systems/roles; 
3.Support/investments
4.Sector resilience

ØTIABC priorities –
transportation access, 
infrastructure, land use 
planning



DEIA SURVEY

ØDeployed to entire 
industry

ØSeeking to identify gaps 
in knowledge and 
training; determining 
next steps



VALUE OF TOURISM



VALUE OF TOURISM



TIABC’s VOICE OF TOURISM PODCAST



CONNECT WITH TIABC



TIABC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING



BC TOURISM INDUSTRY CONFERENCE - March 6,7, 2024 - Victoria



wjudas@tiabc.ca
778-953-0620

CONTACT DETAILS

@The Tourism Industry Association of BC (TIABC)

@tiabc_ca

@TIABC_CA

@The Tourism Industry Association of BC (TIABC) 




